2008 4 14

indiakiko@gmail.com

Wayanad Social Society Service

WSSS

700 800

1990

System

54

NGO
NGO Wayanad Social Service Society

2000

1
Internal Control
10


mailto:indiakiko@gmail.com

2007

2007

2007

18

19

11

11

15

2006
2008
2008

2008

11

Mananthavadi

WSSS



2007 8 12 2008
WSSS

2007 7 2

2009 2




Recipient Name Akiko Akiyama

Belonging /

Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies,
Contact Address

Kyoto University
indiakiko@gmail.com

Theme of Reconsidering of market-driven Organic Agriculture: Food
Research/Training Safety in Europe, India and Japan

Name of the Organization

Providing Training Wayanad Social Service Society(WSSS)

Organic Farming has been widespread in Wayanad District, Kerala, South India, supported by
the state government, farmers’ self-reliance groups, and NGOs. The purpose of the training
is to understand the organic farming method in tropical agricultural system, as well as the current
situation of organic agriculture there.

Peppers and coffee are two main cash crops in Wayand, and February is the harvesting time of
these crops. Also, Farmers are busy for soil management which is crucial in tropical areas during
the dry season.

Briefly speaking, organic agriculture was introduced as a part of farmers’ movement in 1990’ s.
The overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides caused serious health disorders for villagers.
Moreover, some 5000 farmers only in Wayanad commuted suicide due to the accumulated debt led
by the price disorder of crops and the diminution of subsidy by the central government of India.
As a response of the devastated situation, the farmers’ movement was raised with the slogan
of self-reliance, environmental conservation and safety food. In the 2000° s, the movement
arrived at the second stage as the international organic farming certificate was introduced in
India. Some farmers have converted to organic farming for the premium price on the cash crops,
not necessarily for the environmental and health awareness.

In addition to the above background, | started to notice more complicated situation over the
organic agriculture in the area, through communicating with farmers. For instance, there are
economical and agro-biological hurdles to join the certificate program. Farmers have to pay some
hundreds rupee per hectare to convert their farms although they can access certain financial
support. Besides, the organic certificate program, called Internal Control System, is not for
individual farmers but for a farmer’ s group whose members share similar crops and agro-biological
condition. Therefore, if neighbor farmers do not agree with the conversion, the group can not
be organized. In the case that even a single farmer use chemical inputs on the shared irrigation
network, the certificate can not be provided. Moreover, some farmer’ s organization accumulated
the stock of peppers without paying premium price for farmers, due to lack of connection with
foreign organic market.

The training and field visit provided me the in-depth understanding of the contemporary organic
farming situation in the area. Agricultural system which can fulfill both economical and
environmental sustainability is an urgent assignment not only in India but also all over the
world. The further and long term study should be employed as soon as possible.



